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Task 1


Read the text. The text has 7 sections, 1-7. For sections 1-7, choose the correct heading A-H from the list of headings below. There is one extra heading which you do not need to use. 
List of headings:
A. Zero ending


E. Preference or disadvantage

B. German is more difficult
F. Introduction

C. Simplicity of form

G. Complex sentence

D. Words that can deceive
H. Spelling
1. There is almost no declension and no conjugation in the English language, which makes it much easier for someone who is learning the language to form simple sentences that are grammatically correct. The example of conjugation is the verb “be” that has forms “I am”, “you, we, they are” and “he, she, it is.”

2. In English all nouns are spelled with small letters. Exceptions are: proper names, the days of the week, the personal pronoun “I”, the names of the months, titles, positions and greetings such as Mr, Mrs, Dr, Director of Marketing, etc.
3. Your learning efforts will be more effective if you have an overview of the language you are working with. That’s why we have put together a number of features characterizing the English language. In some aspects we compare English against German to better illustrate - you might want to compare these features with your mother tongue.

4. In English we have “You”, and there is no “Du” or “Sie” form - an idiomatic pitfall that causes non-Germans as much trouble as the appropriate use of the formal “Sie” and the sociable “Du” when addressing people. There are 19 German equivalents to the possessive adjective “your”. There is only one definite article in the English language whereas in German there are three.

5. The English language contains a lot of homophones. These are words that have the same pronunciation but are spelled differently. Of course, they have different meanings. Examples: meet/meat, by/buy/bye, son/sun, waste/waist, through/threw, write/right, our/hour, here/hear.

6. English is a very compact language. The average English word, for example, is shorter than its German equivalent. That’s because English verbs, nouns and adjectives, don’t have endings. But don’t forget the Present Tense that has the letter “s” for the third person as in “he speaks". Also, there are many more English words containing only 3 or 4 letters than in the German language for example.

7. Most words in English have several meanings. This can be an advantage for learners, as you can convey different meanings using the same word in a different context. On the other hand, this might cause confusion, especially for beginners.

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET
Task 2


Read the text. Six sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A-G the one which fits each gap (8-13). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

The most famous schools in Britain are private boarding schools, such as Eton College, Harrow School, Rugby School, and Winchester School. These famous private schools, founded during the Middle Ages, are theoretically open to the public, but in reality are attended by those _______8________.

Many of Britain’s leaders have attended these private schools, which cater to the wealthy and influential _______9________. A variety of other schools are also private, including kindergartens, day schools, and newer boarding schools. Private schools that take pupils from the age of 7 to the age of 11. 12, or 13 are called preparatory schools. Private schools that take older pupils from the age of 11, 12, or 13 to 18 or 19 are often referred to as public schools. Only 7 percent of British students attend those schools.

In England, Wales, and Northern Ireland the education systems are similar. The majority of the students attend schools ________10_______. These include state schools, voluntary schools, and self-governing or grant-maintained (GM) schools that receive funds directly from the government rather than local authorities.

At the age of sixteen, _______11________ students are tested in various subjects to earn a General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). They should take Advanced Level examinations, commonly known as “A" Levels ________12_______.

Scotland has comparable qualifications. About a third of British students leave school as soon as possible after turning 16, usually taking lower-level jobs in the workforce.

Those _______13________ may pursue either further education or higher education. Further education is largely vocational. Students may also stay in school until age 18 to prepare for higher education.

A.
who stay in school past the age of 16

B.
if they wish to go on to higher education at a university
C.
which are called comprehensive schools

D.
who can afford the fees

E.
prior to leaving school

F.
but also offer some scholarships to gifted poorer children

G.
which are wholly or partly supported with public funds
TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET

Task 3


Read the text. For questions 14-20 choose the answer A, B, C, D which you think fits best according to the text.
Sometimes my father scares me. He can tackle something he knows nothing about, and nine times out of ten, it will come out all right. It’s pure luck, of course, but try convincing him. “Frame of Mind,” he says. “Just believe you can do a thing, and you’ll do it.” “Anything?” I asked. “Some day your luck will run out. Then see what good your Frame of Mind will do,” I said.

Believe me, I am not just being a smart alec. It so happens that I have actually tried Frame of Mind myself. The first time was the year I went all out to pass the civics final. I had to go all out, on account of I had not cracked a book all year. I really crammed, and all the time I was cramming I was concentrating on Frame of Mind. Just believe you can do a thing — sure. I made the lowest score in the history of Franklin High. “Thirty-three percent,” I said, showing my father the report card. “There’s your Frame of Mind for you.” He put it on the table without looking at it. “You have to reach a certain age and understanding,” he explained. “That’s the key to Frame of Mind.” “Yeah? What does a guy do in the meantime?” “Maybe you should study. Some kids learn a lot that way.”

That was my first experience with Frame of Mind. My latest one was for a promotion at the Austin Clothing Store. Jim Watson had a slightly better sales record and was more knowledgeable and skillful. Me, I had Frame of Mind. Jim Watson got the job. Did this convince my father? It did not. To convince him, something had to happen. To him, I mean. Something did happen, too, at the Austin Clothing Store. My father works there, too. What happened was that Mr Austin paid good money for a clever Easter window display. It’s all set up and we’re about to draw the curtain when we discover the display lights won’t work. I can see Mr Austin growing pale. He is thinking of the customers that could go right by his store in the time it will take him to get hold of an electrician.

This is when my father comes on the scene. “Is something the matter?” he says. “Oh, hello, Louis,” Mr Austin says. He calls my father “Louis.”

Me, Joe Conklin — one of his best salesmen — he hardly knows. My father, a stock clerk, he calls “Louis.” Life isn’t always fair. “These darned lights won’t work.” “H’mm, I see,” my father says. “Maybe I can be of service.” From inside his pocket comes a screwdriver. Mr Austin looks at him. “Can you help us, Louis?” “No, he cannot,” I volunteer. “You think he’s Thomas Edison?” I don’t intend to say that. It just slips out. “Young man, I was addressing your father,” Mr Austin says, giving me a cold hard look. My father touches something with his screwdriver and the display lights go on.

What happened next was that the big safe in Mr Austin's office got jammed shut with all our paychecks in it. From nowhere comes my father. “Is something the matter?” he says. “The safe, Louis,” Mr Austin is saying. “It won’t open, I was going to send for you.” “H’mm, I see,” my father says. “Can you help us, Louis?” Mr Austin inquires. I start to say he cannot, but I stop myself. If my father wants to be a clown, that’s his business. “What is the combination of this safe?” my father says. Mr Austin whispers the combination in my father’s ear. Armed with the combination, he starts twirling the knob. I can’t believe it: grown men and women standing hypnotized, expecting that safe door to open. And while they stand there, the safe door opens.

“Go ahead, say it was luck, my opening the safe today,” my father says. “OK,” I reply. Then I tell him what I saw in the faces of those people in Mr Austin’s office: confidence and trust and respect. “The key to Frame of Mind is you have to use it to give support to those who need it when there’s no one else to save the situation. Otherwise it will not work.”
14. The narrator thought that his father

A) believed that he was the luckiest man in the world.
B) was a knowledgeable and highly qualified man.

C) succeeded in almost everything he did.

D) didn’t mind being called a lucky man.

15. In paragraph 2 “I had to go all out” means that the narrator had to

A) take the civics examination one more time. 
B) take the civics examination in a different school.
C) try as hard as he could to prepare for the exam.

D) find somebody to help him pass the exam.

16. They didn’t promote the narrator because he had

A) proved less successful than Jim.
B) sold few records.

C) no Frame of Mind.

D) not reached the promotion age.

17. Mr Austin was in despair because

A) the curtain wouldn’t draw open.
B) he couldn’t find an electrician.

C) the display had cost him a lot of money.
D) he was likely to lose some customers.

18. When Mr Austin called the narrator’s father “Louis” the young man felt

A) proud of his Dad.
B) hopeful of his Dad.

C) jealous of his Dad.

D) sorry for his Dad.

19. The narrator was sure that

A) his Dad would open the safe.
B) his Dad knew nothing about safes.

C) Mr Austin wanted to make fun of his Dad.

D) Mr Austin had sent for his Dad to open the safe.

20. According to Louis’ words, Frame of Mind worked if one was

A) an expert in many fields. 
B) ready to help other people.

C) a lucky person.

D) respectful and trustful.

Transfer all your answers to your Answer Sheet
